SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MYSURU
The interim order of the
Bengaluru Bench of the
Central Administrative
Tribunal (CAT) allowing Ram
Rajasekharan to continue to
function as director of the
Central Food Technological
Research Institute (CFTRI),
Mysuru, has brought cheer
to some young scientists
who had demanded that his
abrupt transfer be revoked.
After the Council of Sci-
entific and Industrial Re-
search (CSIR) transferred
him ¢iting “public interest”,
prof. Rajasekharan moved
the CAT against it. He had
been transferred to the CSIR
i headquarters in New Delhi
¢ as director of special

Ram Rajasekharan

Kannada activists had de-
manded his transfer owing
to his alleged “anti-Kannada
position” in the
administration.

The transfer announce-
ment bewildered scientists
who were being mentored

by Prof. Rajasekharan since

Scientists welcome CAT's interim
order on Ram Rajasekharan

They praise him as a mentor and say his transfer had created a vacuum at CFTRI

the time he assumed charge
as director five years ago. An
online  campaign  Wwas
launched soon after to peti-
tion HRD Minister Prakash
javadekar for retaining him
at CFTRI.

A scientist, on the condi-
tion of anonymity, said Prof.
Rajasekharan has done a lot
of good work in the area of
‘super foods’ and was closely
working with farmers, sug-
gesting to them alternative
food crops for emhancing
their incomes at a time when
they are facing difficulties
owing to successive droughts
in the State.

“He was mentoring a lot
of young scientists like me.
His transfer created a va-
cuum at the institute and
was a loss to the people who

" friendly”

wanted to learn more from
him. More than a director,
he was a teacher to all of us
and was encouraging us to
do good work,” the scientist
said.

Connect with farmers
State Sugarcane Growers’ As-
sociation president Kurubur
Shanthakumar, who had
spoken out against the trans
fer, said that thanks to Prof
Rajasekharan’s advice, mor
than 200 farmers have bee
growing chia which
fetched them good returns
Describing Prof. T~
jasekharan as a “farm
scientist, !
Shanthakumar said scient
like him should be enct
aged to work closely w . N
farmers. -

'-q‘rojects.

: CSIR director
“moves Tribunal

Opposes transfer from Mysuru lab

JACOB KOSHY
NEW DELH1
A Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR)
director in Mysuru, who
has been battling allega-
tions of bias against Kan-
nada employees, has staved
off a directive by the CSIR
top leadership to transfer
him. This, even as contro-
versies snowballed enough
for the Prime Minister’s Of
fice (the Prime Minister is
President, CSIR) to act on
complaints and commis-
sion multiple investigations
into these allegations.

Ram Rajasekharan, Dir-
ector, Centre Food Techno-
logical Research Institute
(CFTRI), moved the Central
Administrative  Tribunal
protesting a letter from the
CSIR headquarters appoint-
ing him as Director (Special
Projects and Initiatives) on
August 25 and to be based
out of Delhi. “I will be re-
joining my  institute

[CFTRI] on August 8,” he
told The Hindu, “This is
part of a pre-meditated
plan to remove me from
the directorship of the or-
ganisation.” He said the
committees could not find
evidence of bias, though
this could not be independ-
ently verified by The Hindu.

Transfer reasons
CSIR lawyers, in their sub-
mission, noted that though
they were not aware of the
conclusions of the PMO-dir-
ected investigations, the
reasons for Prof. Ra-
jasekharan’s transfer in-
cluded being “Tamil and
accused-of regional bias”.
In its interim order, the
CAT noted that a director of
a CSIR lab couldn’t “be
punished unheard” and
that the transfer would in-
volve him having to per-
form non-administrative
duties and could “diminish
his career prospects.”
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director as CAT stays his transfer

‘MYSURU: Rani Rajasekharan,

the directorn of the CSIR-
Central Food Technological
Research Infﬂ'gute (CFTRI),
returned to office on Friday
after the Central Administra-
tive Tribunal (CAT) stayed his
transfer to New Delhi.

The Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research
(CSIR) had transferred Ra-
jasekharan vo its headquar-
ters as Director (Special
Projects and Initiatives) on
August 25, 2017, citing “pub-
licinterest”and clause 5 of his
appointmentorder. The CSIR
had given Jitendra Jadhav, Di-
rector, CSIR-National Aero-
space Laboratories (NAL),
Bengaluru, the additional
charge of CSIR-CFTRIL.

Rajasekharan’s transfer
was celebrated by pro-Kan-
nada activists, especially
among the CSIR-CFTRI staff,
who had accused him of be-
ing “anti-Kannada”. They had
suggested thathe was “target-
ing” some Kannada-speaking
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staff. Kannada Development
Authority chairman S G Sid-
daramaiah had even visited
the institute.

Rajasekharan, however, ap-
proached the CAT, question-
ing the transfer before his ten-
ure ended. He was appointed
the CSIR-CFTRI director on
July18, 2012, for six years.

Scientists welcome order
Farmers’ leaders and young
scientists at the CSIR-CFTRI
hadbacked Rajasekharan. Ku-
ruburu Shanthakumar of the

Federation of Farmers' Asso-
ciation and State Sugarcane
Growers Association said that
as director, Rajasekharan
brought in many changes in
the institute and guided farm-
ersin adopting scientificmeth-
ods of farming. The transfer
was “politically motivated”,
headded.

A few scientists at the
CSIR-CFTRI, upset about
Rajasekharan’s transfer, had
launched an online campaign
againstthe order.

A Kannada-speaking sci-
entist at the CSIR-CFTRI,
who would not be guoted,
said Rajasekharanwasa “role
model” for young researchers
andthathistransfer adversely
affected them.

“Rajasekharanisadynamic -
leader, always approachable -
and dedicated to the cause of -

helping farmers. His focus is

on ensuring nutritional secu-
_rityin the country,” the scien-
tist added. :
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